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Sludge Removal without Pollution---From
the Sludge Event in Z Town to See the
Governmental Environmental Governance
Dilemma

Abstract

Environmental governance concerns whether the right to life and health of
residents in a certain region can be guaranteed or not; It is not only interdependent,
but to some extent, mutually restricted with the development of local economy. The
governance process is often faced with the status quo of some government officials
are seeking stability and not willing to take responsibility, involved enterprises evade
responsibility for legal and economic considerations, environmental remediation takes
a long time and residents are in an urgent mood. The environmental pollution and its
governance in Z Town have plagued the local government and residents for many
years. In order to ensure the smooth implementation of the 13th Five-Year Plan for
Ecological & Environmental Protection, improve the living environment of residents
and promote sustainable economic development, it is imperative to successfully
control pollution. In this case, through site visits and participatory observation in Z
town of S city, in-depth interviews were conducted with local residents, workers of
pollution control enterprises and heads of government’s environmental protection
departments, so as to fully understand the actual situation of sludge treatment process
in Z town. According to the investigation, the sludge in Z town has been piled up for a
long time, which has caused harm to the surrounding water, atmosphere and soil, and
seriously threatened the health of nearby residents. In the process of sludge treatment,
problems such as poor linkage effect of government departments, unclear scope of
responsibilities and insufficient supervision of villages and towns have been exposed.
But since 2013, the relevant departments have realized the seriousness of the problem
and started to solve it. However, with the cooperation among local governments,
researchers, enterprises and other parties, the sludge treatment has achieved initial
results in recent years, and will be completed in 2019. "lucid waters and lush
mountains are invaluable assets” will eventually become a reality. The experience of
Z town shows that people should pay attention to environmental pollution in

economic development and resolutely put an end to the backward development model
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of "pollution first, treatment later" .

Keywords: Sludge Event; Environmental Pollution; Environmental Governance
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